
Declaration  
for farmer
choice

Farmers face the challenge of pro-
ducing food despite pests, plant 
diseases, and unpredictable and 
adverse weather.  What’s more, 
they need to be good stewards of 
the land — farming in a way that 
is responsible to nature that safe-
guards biodiversity, and conserves 
natural resources.  The conditions 
for farming vary from place to place 
— from soil quality, to the availability 
of water, to climatic conditions, as 
well as the infrastructure and policy 
environment in which they operate.  
Farmers also have different objec-
tives and goals they want to achieve 
from their growing activities.  To be 
successful in agriculture, knowledge 
is key, and complete solutions are 
needed to address complex prob-
lems. 

In order for agricultural production 
to meet future demands for good, it 

will be critical that farmers have ac-
cess to a full range of farming tools 
and technologies — from training in 
farming techniques, to machinery 
and equipment, to infrastructure, to 
choice of inputs and seed.  Farmers 
can best determine what they need 
in order to grow crops successfully 
and sustainably.  Equipped with the 
best agricultural knowledge and re-
sources, farmers are able to best 
assess their unique growing environ-
ment and challenges.  

Green and sustainable agriculture 
can be achieved when farmers have 
access to a mosaic of solutions and 
practices and to the knowledge and 
information they need to make in-
formed choices.  The world must be 
open to a myriad of agricultural solu-
tions and practices that help meet 
the food demands of our grow-
ing planet, while improving farmer 

livelihoods and conserving natural 
resources for future generations.  
What’s more, agricultural solutions 
must evolve to face new farming 
challenges — and this evolution is 
part of the continuous process of 
achieving sustainable agriculture.  

Policies and practices need to help 
support farmer choice. By providing 
access to a full suite of farming tools 
and technologies and a supporting 
policy and knowledge sharing envi-
ronment, farmers will be in a position 
to decide and choose what is best 
for their unique plot of land and their 
individual needs.

Under the Declaration for Farmer 
Choice, green agriculture is a system 
of continuous improvement com-
prised of a mosaic of sustainable 
agricultural solutions and practices 
that farmers can choose from.  

1. Farmers must have ac-
cess to all agricultural tools 
and technologies so they may 
choose what is best for their 
land and livelihoods.

2. Technologies must be sus-
tainable, allowing farmers to 
be productive and farm in an 
environmentally-responsible 
way.  

3. Governments must adopt 
predictable, innovation-ena-
bling, and science-based regu-
latory frameworks that provide 
farmers with access to a full 
range of agricultural tools and 
practices.

4. In order to help ensure con-
tinuous improvements in the 
tools and technologies avail-

able to farmers, investments 
in agricultural research and 
extension services must be in-
creased, and innovation needs 
to be protected.  

5. Farmers can only be empow-
ered to make the best choices 
for their local conditions and 
increase productivity if they 
are equipped with agricultural 
knowledge.

The principles of the Declaration for Farmer Choice:
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